MARCH '98

WHOSE CITY?

The word on the street:

BUILD the 4-LINK
BIKEPLAN!

Everybody knows that
Sydney is suffering from
chronic traffic congestion,
record smog levels and that
Sydney's transport network
is nowhere near as good as
it could be.

Many people have felt V ‘ () Hornsby
overwhelmed by these s \
problems, asking "What e Hils [ () Charsivbod
can we do to make a .’ ‘.‘ wo
difference? How can we Pen ‘) @‘ﬂ@\&
begin the enormous task of () e @‘f ‘\*‘”‘
turning Sydney's transport ~—L‘ DR M'Q

network around? How can
we make it sustainable in
the long term?"

The 4-Link BikePlan is a
first step in the right
direction. It is achievable,
can be built within two
years, and will not cost the
earth. In fact it could be
built for the price of four
kilometres of freeway \

(about $100m). And what's A The 4-Link BikePlan, a testament to civic pride and community vision!

more, the 4-Link BikePlan _ _ site. aoes throuah maior
is for everyone in Sydney . It is not uncommon to of the plan is a cycleway ,» 9 g J

: 2 find a kilometre or two of running east-west, from population centres, and
becausellt covers the entir ke path in one district, Bondi Beach to the City, connects with public
metropolitan region. with no bike paths linking through Homebush Bay to transport.

In the last decade therei tg the kilometre or two of Parramatta, St Marys and It also provides a structure
have been three attempts tgjke path in a neighbouring West to Penrith. Three which can be the basis for
produce a bicycle network gistrict. Similarly, it is not North-south spines run future regional and local
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for the Sydney uncommon to have a bike@cross this central link. In cycleway network
Metropolitan Region. path run down one side ofthe west, a dedicated cycledevelopment.

These have been the ARUFR 5 disappear for severaf@Ute would run from People deserve the choic¢ emerged from the
passion and optimism
of cyclists who live in
Sydney. Once a
threatened species,
they are now proud
and multiplying

Campbelltown, to to be able to ride to the
iverpool, Fairfield, supermarket, the railway
arramatta and Baulkhamstation, or their place of
Hills. A second link from work. An integrated cycle
Alfords Point runs through network would provide this
Bankstown to Homebush choice.

plan from 1990, the p,ndred metres, before

Rhodes-Thompson plan ., : :
-2 ; ppearing on the opposit
commissioned in 1993 andg; o of the road. e’%

the current piece-meal . :
The 4-Link BikePlan
strategy adopted by theprovides a way of solving

Roads and Traffic th F th "
Authority (RTA). € errors of the past. g5y and Pennant Hills. The Amsterdam, Copenhager|

These RTA plans have notVNere there has beengna jink in the proposed and many Australian cities
worked in practice. On the cqnfusmn, the 4-Link packbone runs throughmanage to combine public
ground, segments ofBikePlan provides a clearviranda, Hurstville, the transport, pedestrian and
bicycle paths can be found¥'S!ON- . CBD and Chatswood to cycling facilities. In these
scattered throughout the 1 N€ Plan consists of four Hornshy. cities it is possible to travel
entire region. These ad-hocdedicated cycleways which - The significance of this quickly and cheaply by
pieces have failed to would be of a high-quality proposed skeleton is that itbike or by a combination of

surface, separated fromincjudes major travel trip walking and public

r mprehensi : : :
%gtevuocri'a COmPIeNENSVemotor venicle traffic by a generators such as Bondiransport. People in Sydney,

physical barrier. The crux Beach and the Olympic also deserve this choice.

This initiative has

Help build the 4-Link Plan for Sydney!

Turn over to find out how

Please distribute this letter to your friends and colleagues. Feel free to make as many photocopies as you like.
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Why have Sydney's cyclists| THE BENEFITS
been given such a raw dealpOF BICYCLES

At a time when Sydney residents have been overwhelmed by increases in air po u(-:yCIIng IS not Only_ the most _energy efficient form
tion, you might expect Government to adopt a transport policy which focuses ¢nhof transport ever invented, it also saves you and
cycling, walking and public transport rather than urban motorway development.] the government money!

But this has not happened. '

You might also expect thetotal for Sydney is $3.2m. other cities around the Cycling is a form of a factor of 20. Particularly
!?O?S'?A?rt]d Trail"f ic Autfrfmrt- Now tl_et’s put that into per- \évgrzlsczrlgii(ignf%rf %r?:gtrﬁgr transport, able to be used bypertinent in Sydney are the
ity o make an effort spective. _ - : - -
to integrate its plans with In Perth, a city of 1 mil- hensive cycleway netwo mqst people including healt.h effects of alr
public transport. And you lion people, the WA Gov- suitable for cycling comfl children,  the  poor, pollution. Any decrease in
would definitely expect to ernment has committed muting as well as weekerldgovernment Ministers andthe number of cars will
see an emphasis on provid$25m towards construction alr_ld recreational r{de?. CY-other minority groups. The improve air quality and
ing cycleway networks.  of an extensive cycleway Cling IS an important an - L
The RTA spent 0.4% of its network over the next 4 vital part of a city's tran benefits of a reduce traffic-related
annual budget on bicyclesyears, or $6.25m per year.port network and it must comprehensive cycle injuries and therefore bring
in 96/97. In dollar terms Sydney is a city of 3.8 mil- adequately resourced. network (which can be large health benefits to the
this amounted to $8.9m.lion people and we spend In  Sydney, valued at many hundreds ofcommunity.
Only $6.6m was actually less than half this amount. comprehensive  cycl millions of dollars) include:
spent on the construction of What can you do with network will enable morg . : Th ick Soluti
cycleways. The remaining $3.2m? To give a concretepeople to use their bicyclds.MProved safety (for e Quick Solution
$2.3m was spent on adver-example, construction of a| ower suburban speddexample, a twelve yearold =~ to Pollution
tising campaigns for car cycleway from lllawong (a jimits, a pedestrianised chrboy was killed recently 2 smt_:tere tg(t)vernr?_ent
drivers and bicycle promo- suburb in Sydney’s south) ’ : . commitment to cycling
tion events like Bike Week. to a neighbouring suburbgggigaﬁ’gd B:gygllg la;]tﬁ?’s?v lwh_en he was h't_ by_ a Calinfrastructure would have a
Still $6.6m isn’t too bad. Menai, cost approximately yclep while riding his bike in highly visible effect

But is it? $300,000 in 91/92. This all Increase cycl_lng safe Buronga), lower on transport
It is when you realise thatsection of cycleway was and increase bicycle a levels of air
$6.6m is for the entire state2kms in length. pedestrian traffic. Transpojt It
of New South Wales, not Now is the time for Syd- should be about moving Poliution,
just for Sydney. The actualney to begin what many people, not cars. fewer
greenhouse gas

A LETTER OF REQUEST : less

Mr Carl Scully | motorised
Minister for Transport and Roads | traffic
Parliament House I congestion
Macquarie Street l and
Sydney NSW 2000 I 5 healthier

I population.

For too long, Cyclists in Sydney have been given a raw deal. | am writing to requestl
that you begin construction of the 4-Link BikePlan as soon as possible. I

Dear Mr Scully

The Cheap Solution in metropolitan Sydney in
to Pollution two to three years. Within
I At $80,000 per kilometre, a parliamentary term, huge

The 4-Link BikePlan will benefit everyone in Sydney because: I a purpose built 'Rolls numbers of Sydneysiders
* it is a metropolitan-wide plan which will allow cyclists to travel over long | Royce' version urban could be using a

distances as well as short distances; cycleway is a bargain comprehensive  cycle
« it would form the skeleton for the development of a comprehensive cycling I compared with $24 million network, and thereby

easing car congestion,
reducing air pollution and

: _ _ 1 val f evel K providing safe access for
development of local and regional cycleway constructions will be part of a metropolid Value Of CyCIewayS Makes ... 1.0 4 those who

tan-wide network : thedsec.ret tdeals., Co?trt?]Ctscannot drive. This would

» the 4-Link BikePlan will provide cyclists with easy and high quality access to alrJ]rrepnrtlvcarc? gc;aflrlocl)lwa € increa_lse Sydney's

the Olympics site at Homebush Bay, easing traffic congestion and helping to protecthkthe P 'ay attractiveness as a place to
_ owners seem dubiousjive work and play.

environment. indeed. ’

| believe cycling forms an important part of Sydney's transport system. Cyclists neet’ a

comprehensive cycle network and the 4-Link BikePlan provides this vision! I Health Benefits

network for the whole of Sydney in the years to come; | @ kilometre for an urban
- resources spent by Local Government will be more valuable because the | freeway. The public good

Traffic congestion
A small increase in the
- Clearly, the community nymper of people choosing
I benefits of cycling are i cycle could have a

enormous. The British massjve impact on this car

name | Medical Association in ¢ongestion. For example,
| 1992 estimated that thereducing the number of cars

address I health benefits of cycling by 10% during peak hour
I outweigh the cost of would reduce travel times

date signature : cycling-related injuries by by approximately 25%.



